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TH EARLIZST DENTAL JOURNAL IN CUBA 

P/ The notice in the Bulletin of Dr. Cesar Mena Sera's 
article on the first dental Journal in Cuba has elicited 
furthor valuable information, as was the case in earlier dise 
cussions of the tooth brush and porcelain teeth in America. 
With reference to Revista MedicosQuirurgica y Dentistica, it 
was conjectured; "Yo copy of the journal appears to be 
available and the duration of its publication 1s unknown.” 


A letter from Margarot Gayley Palmer, librarian at the 
University of Pennsylvania School of Dentistry, includes this 
passages "We have, in this library, Abril, 1868 and Julio, 
1868, #1 and 2, of that publication. A note typed on the 
catalog card states that it tended with No. 3, Oct. 1868', 
This volume camo to us from Dr, Kirk, his gift at the time 
the Dental School moved up to the Evans Institute building in 
1915 (or 1916). The first cover of each issue has been bound 
into the volume, and four pages of advertising at the end of 
#2. #1 consists of 112 pages, and also #2, paged 
consecutively." 


The Bulletin should be an excellent medium for the solution 
of specific problems, the exchange of information, and the 
pooling of historical knowledge, 


HISTORY OF DENTISTRY IN COLONIAL CUBA 

P/ Dr. Mena, mentioned in the preceding article, is the 
author of a historical work, La Odontologia en Ciba Colonial 
(Havena, 1955) covering the period from fhe L6th century 
through the 19th. This work of 248 pages is divided into 
thirteen chapters, the first seven of which trace the history 
of dentistry in Cuba under the Spanish chronologically, and 
the last six chapters deal with special aspects of the dental 
development as fcllows: che 8, private colleges and schools; 
che 9, the official educational program; ch. 10, scientific 
dental societies; ch. 11, dental books; ch. 12, dental jour- 
nals; ch. 13, other duvelopments to the end cf the century. 


The work has 21 illustrations including facsimiles of 
diplomas, official acts, and title pages. The documentation 
is extensive, and the bibliography contains 88 items. 


@@ Edward E, Haverstick, a member of the A.A.H.D., died 
November 26 at the age of 82. He was author of the History 
of Dentistry in Missouri, 1938, 
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DEMISE OF AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF DENTISTRY 

P/ With the December 1955 issue, the Australian Journal of 
penit obey ceases publication in order to allow the Australian 
Dental Journal (representing the national organization of the 
profession} to take over. The Journal of Dentistry 19 the 
second oldest dential journal of the British Commonwealth, 
having been estabiisned in 1897 by the Melbourne Dental. Hos- 
pital and Australian College of Dentistry. A historical 
comnent appearod in an editorial in the August issue of the 
Australian Journel of Dontistry 


THE STATUS OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY DEN'TIST 

P/ A work that has not been greatly employed in determining 
relations betwoen dentists and the prectitioners of the 
healing arts in the eightoenth contury 1: Jean Verdier's 
Jurisprudence of Medicine in France, or Treatise Historical 
and Judicial, Vol. I, 1762; Vor, 2, (7). Two excerpts from 
this work, in tvanslation, pive an interesting legal view: 
‘These, 4n short, are the functions attached to the profession 
of physicians. To them in consequence, as masters of the art 
of healing, belongs the use of all the means pertaining to 
the health; or if thoy wish to look forward to a greater per- 
fection, to them belongs the right to reserve to themselves 
the direction of the artists who afford them the means, that 
is to say the surgeons, apothecaries, obstetricians, midwives, 
herniotomists, cculists, restaurant keepers (?), dentists, 
chemists, botanists, druggists, everybody, in a word, who is 
capable of furnishing the aims which they employ to preserve 
and restore the health-#all the agents of medicine--all of 
wnich is deduced from the nature of the art, which can not be 
curtailed in the functions belonging to physicians without 
destroying their profession; and reciprocally, the arents of 
medicine cannot leave their sphere substituting themselves 
for the physicians." (Verdier, Vole 1, p» 310-311) 


".,.we conclude then that if the physicians, the primary 
masters of surgery and pharmacy, have abandoned them (these 
arts) voluntarily to the practice of outsiders, they can take 
back the functions when it seems desirable to them. Their 
right with regard to these two arts is the same as that of the 
surgeons and apothecaries with regard to the arts which they 
have abandoned to special artists-«the herniotomists, the 
oculists, the restaurant keepers (?), the dentists, the mid- 
Wives, the chemists, the distillers, the druggists, the 
grocers, and the herborists. If the surgeons and the gpothe- 
caries are not deprived of these parts of their art by having 
relinquished them to practicing specialists, can they by the 
same reason demand prcefessional privilege to the exclusion of 
the physicians with whom they compete?" (Verdier, Vol. 1, 

pe 315=317) 
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